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PROJECT DESCRIPTION — NATURE, PURPOSE, AND BENEFICIARIES OF PROJECT

Effective April 1, 2010, this ordinance would ban the use of any polystyrene disposable containers
and accessories intended for serving or transporting prepared, ready-to—eat food or beverages. The
ban would become effective April 1, 2010. Instead, only biodegradable, recyclable, compostable, and
reusable food service ware items would be allowed. Limited exemptions would apply to
establishments where a suitable biodegradable, compostable, recyclable, or reusable alternative aomm
not exist or where no reasonably feasible alternative exits to a specific and necessary container
prohibited by the ordinance. The purpose of the ordinance is to reduce the negative environmental
impacts associated with polystyrene including that polystyrene is not biodegradable and persists in
the environment to the detriment of marine and other wildlife and is a suspected carcinogen and
neurotoxin which potentially threatens human health. Currently, polystyrene is not being recycled in
San Bruno nor in most other places because it is not economically feasible and because there are
challenges to recycling polystyrene that is dirtied by food.
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EXEMPT STATUS (Check One)

O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1), 15268)

O Declared Emergency {Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a))
O Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15268(b)(c))
O Statutory Exemption — CODE NO.

® Categorical Exemption — CEQA GUIDELINES SECTION NO: 15061(b)(3) and 15308
& Nota ‘Project” (Sec. 15378)




REASON WHY PROJECT IS EXEMPT

The ordinance is not a “project” for purposes of CEQA, as that term is defined in CEQA Guidelines
Section 15378. Because it is not a “project,” the ordinance is not subject to CEQA’s requirements.
Further, even if the ordinance is deemed a “project” for purposes of CEQA, this project is exempt
under CEQA Guidelines Sections 15061(b)(3) and 15308 because it does not have the potential for
causing a significant effect on the environment. Instead, as authorized by the ordinance, it will keep a
single type of material {polystyrene) that is applied to a particular use {largely take—out food) out of
the waste stream which is calculated to maintain, restore, enhance, and protect the environment by
requiring that only environmentally—friendly materials (biodegradable, recyclable, compostable,
reusable) be used for serving and transporting food and beverages. .
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